
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 

Petition Number: PE1275

Main Petitioner: Andrew Page 

Subject: Equity in Funding for School Visits 
Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to ensure that pupils 
at schools in remote areas, such as in the Highlands, are not limited or 
prevented from visiting educational, cultural, study events in the central belt or 
lowlands and to demonstrate there is financial equity in terms of meeting the 
costs of these visits and that location does not limit opportunity. 
 

Background 
The Scottish Government provides funding to support visits to historic sites in 
Scotland, and to Auschwitz concentration camp in Poland. Unless there is a 
central government grant or policy, it is for local authorities to decide how to 
support education in their local areas. 

Funding for school trips to historic sites 
Schools Minister Keith Brown has just announced £180,000 funding for school 
trips to historic sites (10 September 2009). The Scottish Government have 
provided the National Trust for Scotland with the additional funding to 
subsidise school parties visiting Bannockburn, Culloden and Robert Burns' 
birthplace. The National Trust for Scotland website provides detail on how 
schools can claim up to £400 to subsidise the cost of hiring a coach for such 
visits.  

Funding to visit Auschwitz  
In November 2008 the Scottish Government announced funding of £214,000 
per year to fund two flights to visit Auschwitz through the Holocaust 
Educational Trust. Starting from this academic year, it will involve half of 
secondary schools in Scotland each year - allowing two children from each 
school to take part every second year. 

Funding of education 
The Scottish Government provides funding to local authorities across 
Scotland which, in turn, fund education in their local areas. The total net local 
government expenditure for 2008-09 (based on provisional outturn figures) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1275.htm
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2009/09/10094457
http://www.nts.org.uk/Learn/subsidy.php
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2008/11/26093411


was £12.431bn, of which £4.678bn was spent on Education. This represents 
38% of all local authorities’ net revenue expenditure for that year1. 
 
Highland Council’s net revenue expenditure on Education for 2008-09 
(provisional outturn) was £231m. The table below provides a break down by 
local authority area, for information. 
 
In November 2007 the Scottish Government and COSLA agreed to a new 
relationship under the concordat which devolved responsibility for local 
government spending to local authorities. It is, therefore, up to Scottish local 
authorities how to fund education services.  

Net Revenue Expenditure on Education 2008-09 Provisional 
Outturn 
 
Local Authority £ Thousands 
Scotland total  4,677,500 
Glasgow City 496,706 
North Lanarkshire 324,144 
Fife 308,979 
Edinburgh, City of 303,557 
South Lanarkshire 279,197 
Aberdeenshire 238,589 
Highland 231,325 
West Lothian 154,822 
Renfrewshire 154,180 
Aberdeen City 153,005 
Falkirk 138,175 
Dumfries & Galloway 135,964 
North Ayrshire 134,310 
Perth & Kinross 127,132 
Dundee City 126,776 
East Ayrshire 119,196 
East Dunbartonshire 103,771 
East Renfrewshire 102,208 
South Ayrshire 100,386 
Argyll & Bute 98,428 
Scottish Borders 96,607 
Angus 95,914 

                                            
1 Provisional Outturn 2008-09 and Budget Estimates 2009-2010 statistics (Scottish 
Government 2009) http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/07/06093528/0 
(The Provisional Outturn 2008-09 expenditure are provisional figures. The Final Outturn 2008-
09 Net Revenue Expenditure figures will be published next year.) 
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West Dunbartonshire 88,360 
Stirling 86,796 
East Lothian 83,458 
Midlothian 83,183 
Moray 80,435 
Inverclyde 76,843 
Clackmannanshire 46,602 
Eilean Siar 41,361 
Shetland Islands 39,992 
Orkney Islands 27,099 

 
Nicki Georghiou 
Senior Research Specialist 
10 September 2009 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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